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35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 

to non-statutory subject matter. The claimed "image display control program" is a 

computer program per se.; i.e., the descriptions of expressions of the program, are not 

physical things. They are neither computer components nor statutory processes, as 

they are not "acts" being performed. They are non-statutory under 35 USC 101 . See 

Lowrv , 32 F.3d at 1583-84, 32 USPQ2d at 1035. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by EA 
SPORT (Tiger Woods PGA Tour 2002). 

As per claim 1, EA Sport teaches the claimed "image display control program for 
displaying a plurality of objects on a display unit of a video game device from a plurality 
of angles", the image display control program comprising: "an operation reception 
function which causes the video game device to receive an operation from an operator 
via an operation unit" (EA Sport, On the Course, page 27); "a camera viewpoint 
movement function which causes a camera viewpoint to move, in accordance with the 
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operation received by the operation reception function, with respect to a reference point 
on a straight line linking a first object and a second object among the plurality of objects" 
(EA Sport, Change View, page 27); and "a camera image display control function which 
causes at least one of the images of the first and second objects to be displayed on the 
display unit from the camera viewpoint that was moved by means of the camera 
viewpoint movement function" (EA Sport, the display images; pages 27, 31, 33). 

Claims 2 adds into claiml "wherein the operation reception function determines a 
tilt direction of the operation unit" (EA Sport, Executing Shots, page 37); and the camera 
viewpoint movement function causes the camera viewpoint to move in a circle around 
the reference point, and in accordance with an angle corresponding to the tilt direction 
determined by the operation reception function" (EA Sport, Camera editor, page 34). 

Claim 3 adds into claim 1 "wherein the operation reception function receives a 
camera viewpoint height operation from the operator that adjust the height of the 
camera viewpoint; and the camera viewpoint movement function causes the camera 
viewpoint to move to a height based upon the camera viewpoint height operation 
received by the operation reception function" (EA Sport, Camera editor, page 34). 

As per claim 4, AE Sport teaches the claimed "image display control program for 
displaying a plurality of objects on a display unit of a video game device from a plurality 
of angles," the image display control program comprising: "an operation reception 
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function which causes the video game device to receive an operation from an operator 
via an operation unit" (EA Sport, On the Course, page 27); "a camera viewpoint 
movement function that causes a camera viewpoint to rotatively move, in accordance 
with the operation received by the operation reception function, around a reference 
point on a straight line linking a first object and a second object among the plurality of 
objects" (EA Sport, Camera editor, pages 27 and 34); and "a camera image display 
control function that causes at least one of the first and second objects to be displayed 
on the display unit as seen from the camera viewpoint that was moved by means of the 
camera viewpoint movement function" (EA Sport, the display images; pages 27, 31 , 
33). 

As per claim 5, EA Sport teaches the claimed "image display control method 
which displays a plurality of objects on a display unit of a video game device from a 
plurality of angles", comprising the steps of: "receiving an operation in a video game 
device from an operator via an operation unit" (EA Sport, On the Course, page 27); 
"moving a camera viewpoint, in accordance with the operations received in the 
operation reception step, with respect to a reference point that is a point on a straight 
line linking a first object and a second object among the plurality of objects" (EA Sport, 
Change View, page 27); and "displaying on the display unit of the video game device at 
least one of the images of the first and second objects from the camera viewpoint 
moved in the camera viewpoint movement step" (EA Sport, the display images; pages 
27, 31, 33). 
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As per claim 6, EA Sport teaches the claimed "image display control device 
which displays a plurality of objects on a display unit from a plurality of angles", 

r 

comprising: "an operation reception means which receives an operation from an 
operator via an operation unit" (EA Sport, On the Course, page 27); "a camera 
viewpoint movement means that causes a camera viewpoint to move, in accordance 
with the operation received by the operation reception means, with respect to a 
reference point on a straight line linking a first object and a second object among the 
plurality of objects" (EA Sport, Change View, page 27); and "a camera image display 
control means that causes at least one of the first and second objects to be displayed 
on the display unit from the camera viewpoint that was moved by means of the camera 
viewpoint movement means" (EA Sport, the display images; pages 27, 31, 33). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phu K. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272 
7645. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Razavi can be reached on (571) 272 7664. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Phu K. Nguyen 
September 3, 2007 
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